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SPECIAL ON THE COVER 


DEPARTMENTS 


good at this?! 


Riva Lu is a journalism 
major with a passion for 
spontaneous adventures. 
She loves animals more than 
she loves humans. However, 
she loves food more than she 
loves animals. 


Wardah Imran is a journalism 


DIG 


and sociology student who thinks 
introductions are way too much 


pressure. How is everyone else so 


Ruben Diaz is a senior 


journalism major 


CONTRIBUTORS 


emphasizing in public 
relations with a minor 
in philosophy. During 
his free time, he 

likes to draw, go on 
random adventures 
with his friends, and 
be physically active. 
Random fact: he’s 
been a vegetarian 
since April 2013. 


Originally from San Francisco, 
Stephanie Thai is a full-time 
journalism student who has a slight 
obsession with boba. When she's 
not making boba runs, she’s hiking 
all over LA, waving to every dog she 
meets, and impatiently waiting for 
the MLB season to begin. Go Giants! 


Natalie Grant is a procrastinating 
turtle mommy who loves ramen. 
She also spends her time doing the 
social media and photography for 
Tether Camera Straps. 


Welcome back to a new semester of DIG! | 
hope you all enjoyed the holiday season. Mine was 
filled with family, friends and minimal responsibility 
~ the way it should be. 

At some point during that time | spent doing 
nothing, | got to thinking about a poster that I'd seen 


" numerous times before. Maybe you've noticed it, too: 


it was one of those posters with an illustration of the 
universe and an arrow pointing at some speck, and 
next to that arrow it reads, “You are here.” 

| think the purpose of that image is to remind 
us that no matter how big we think our problems 
are, they're nothing compared to other things going 
on in the world, or the universe for that matter. | 
must have been having a bad day when this poster 
crossed my mind, because that’s not the message 
that | received. After some consideration, | realized 
that the poster made me feel unimportant. It made 
me think that since I'm just one person ona planet 
of more than 7 billion others, my problems really 
shouldn't matter. 

it’s easy to feel small and invisible, especially 
if you go to a university of more than 37,000 students 
{which you can angrily read more about on page 20). 
But sometimes when | catch myself thinking that 
way, I'll tell myself, “Quit whining. Out of all these 
people around you, you think you have it the worst? 
You don’t, so quit acting like it.” 

While | know that | could be so much worse off, 
it's not fair of me - or some poster — to shrink my 
feelings down. We owe it to ourselves to make our 
needs a priority. As long as we're not demanding that 
the earth revolve around us, there's nothing wrong 
with taking a little time to make sure that our needs 
are being met. 

Sure, it’s important to know that your problems 
might not matter in the big scheme of things. But it’s 
more important to know that you matter. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


hu dae Georges 


Editor-In-Chief 
digmageditor@gmail.com 


ENTERTAINMENT 


THE BLACK PANTHERS: 
VANGUARD OF THE 
REVOLUTION 


Carpenter Performing Arts Center 
7 p.m. 


05 


DOWNTOWN FARMER’S 
MARKET 

Promenade between Third and 
Fifth Streets 

10 a.m. -3 p.m. 


12TH ANNUAL CHOCOLATE 
FESTIVAL 


East 2nd Street, Long Beach 


Tp.m.-4 p.m. 


07 


HMONG ARTS PROJECT 


Hornela cultural Center 


9 a.m. - 3 p.m, 
PERLE ERASE ALA SYP eS 


10 


INTERNATIONAL CITY 
THEATRE PRESENTS 
“CLOSER THAN EVER” 


Long Beach Convention Center 


8 p.m. 


NIGHT DIVE 
Aquarium of the Pacific 
7 p.m.- 11 p.m. 

Ages 18+ 


2ND SATURDAY ART WALK 
East Village Art District, DTLB 
4p.rm.- 10 p.m. 
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SCOTSFESTIVAL & 
INTERNATIONAL 
HIGHLAND GAMES XxXill 
The Queen Mary 


9am.-6p.m. 
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LUNCH BREAK YOGA eh an i : 
i Promenade Square aie a ea ae 
j ist & the Pr rade 7 p.m. 

} Ages 21+ 


12 p.m. - 12:45 p.m. 
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LONG BEACH COMIC EXPO 


Long Beach Convention Center 
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Milk chocolate. 


Dark chocolate. 


White Chocolate. : 
Brownies. ; 
Truffles. 
Cookies. 


Chocolate is eaten all throughout the year, but 
seems to get extra love around Valentine’s Day. Go 
to any grocery or drug store and you're sure to find 
aisles filled with different types of boxes, and in all 
different shapes and sizes. Here are a few chocolate 
options if you need to find a last-minute gift for your 
special someone, or if you just want to treat yourself. 
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COMPARTES: 912 S Barrington Ave 
Los Angeles, CA (310) 826-3380 
from farm to counter 90049 


Made in Los Angeles, Compartes is made with fresh ingredients 
from local farmers markets by a small team of chocolatiers. These 
chocolates are unique because of their delicious taste and beautiful 
wrapper. Creator Jonathan Grahm has been named one of Forbes 30 
Under 30 for being one of the youngest and most creative chocolatiers 
in the country. Compartes releases new chocolates seasonally at their 
Brentwood and Melrose Place boutiques including this year’s Cinna- 
mon Bun Truffles, Salted Toffee and S’mores Dark Chocolate Bar. Be- 
cause of its high quality ingredients, this chocolate company has won 
awards for its unique and unmistakable packaging. 


(562) 597-5189 
’ ‘< 2129 N Bellflower Blvd 
SEE’S CANDIES: ronnee 
the classic 90815 $3.50-$125.00 


Known for its delicious taste and friendly customer service, See’s 
Candies has been making candy Mary See’s way since 1921. When 
Charles See arrived in Los Angeles from Canada, he used recipes he 
got from his mother, Mary, as a foundation for his confection business. 
This first shop and kitchen opened on Western Avenue in Los Ange- 
les and was widely accepted. It eventually expanded to thirty shops 
during the Great Depression. There are now over 200 locations across 
the country selling See’s Candies’ popular Nuts and Chews, toffee and 
assorted chocolates. 


CHUAO CHOCOLATIER: ete 
locally made with international flavor 
Brothers Michael and Richard Antonorsi created Chuao, the first 


Venezuelan chocolatier based in the United States. Chuao was named 
after the cacao-producing region located in Venezuela. The high quali- 


ty chocolate company started with a boutique in Encinitas serving their 


signature flavor Spicy Maya. The Spicy Maya is the Antonorsi’s twist on 
the Mayan’s ancient drinking chocolate recipe that includes cinnamon, 


pasilla chile and cayenne pepper. Chuao is best known for its Baconlux- 


ious Chocolate Bar, Firecracker Truffles and Sultry Sea Salt Bon Bons. 
Chuao can be found in Whole Foods, Crate & Barrel and World Market. 
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FITNESS 


WORDS RUBEN DIAZ 
PHOTOS MALISSA RAMOS 


With Valentine's Day coming up, expect 
restaurant reservations to reach an 
all-time high this month. For physically 
active couples seeking to change up 
the usual dinner-and-a-movie date, 
here are some ideas to keep in mind. 
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HUNTINGTON CENTRAL 
PARK EQUESTRIAN CENTER 


Perhaps your date is an animal lover, 
has a soft spot for horses, or has an interest 
in horseback riding. If any of those apply, 
consider the Huntington Central Park Eques- 
trian Center. If weather permits, the center 
has one-hour horse trail rides throughout 
the year. The trail rides are guided walks— 
no trotting or galloping—through rural 
hills of Huntington Beach, and the rides cost 
$55 per person. Participants must weigh no 
more than 200 pounds, wear long pants and 
closed-toe shoes, and be at least 8 years old— 
maybe your son or daughter has a date. Staff 
and horse owners sport boots, jeans and the 
occasional cowboy hat, which only adds to 
the ranch-style vibes the center offers. 


18381 Goldenwest St. 
Huntington Beach, CA 


(714) 848-6565 
www.hcpec.com 


HILLTOP PARK 


Maybe extreme physical activity does 
not appeal to your date. Fortunately, you are 
not out of options just yet, with Hilltop Park 
available. The park provides attendees with 
a view of Long Beach and Signal Hill, along 
with pillars that have a cutout opening for 
people to look through and descriptions of 
what viewers are looking at. So you might 
be thinking, “Okay, how is this consid- 
ered activer” Well, there is a path to walk 
through—the Panorama Promenade—that 
begins on Dawson Street and ends on East 
Wind Street, which is about a seven-and-a- 
half minute, brisk walk one way. Besides the 
walkway, you and your date can walk around 
the park to sightsee. Romantic date tip: bring 
food so you and your date can eat while you 
both watch the sunset after walking. It can be 
pretty chilly during that time, so be sure to 
wear clothes that can keep you warm. 


2351 Dawson Ave. 
Signal Hill, CA 
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HANGAR 18 


For the more extreme couples that want 
something fun and challenging, get ready 
to gear up at indoor rock climbing gym 
Hangar 18. Rock climbers wear workout 
attire (e.g., tank tops, shorts and yoga pants). 
You will also notice that climbers have 
white chalk on their hands, which is what 
they use to keep their grip firm. The price 
for a day pass for ages 14 and up is $16, with 
a harness and shoes available to rent as 
well. The gym also offers a $30 package for 
the same age range that includes a day pass, 
rental gear and a belay lesson—a lesson 
that teaches participants how to use the 
rock climbing ropes. 


2588 E. Willow St. 
Signal Hill, CA 
(562) 981-3200 


www.climbhangar18.com 


ALAMITOS BAY 


While dates have typically occur on land, 
that quickly changes at Alamitos Bay. With 
the help of a business known as Kayaks on 
the Water, attendees have the chance to 
kayak and paddleboard on the calm, flat 
waters of the bay. Anyone who participates 
could possibly encounter dolphins and 
moon-jellies, seasonal jellyfish that can sting 
if touched. In addition, there are six differ- 
ent restaurants that can be reached through 
kayaking—a nice touch for people who still 
want to take their date out to eat. The indi- 
vidual rate for kayaking is $10, while rates 
for paddle boarding vary from $10 to $25 
depending on the time attendees show up 
and if they would like instruction. 


5411 East Ocean Blvd 
Long Beach, CA 
(562) 434-0999 


kayakrentals.net 
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WORDS WARDAH IMRAN 
PHOTOS STEFFANIE PADILLA 


Much more than the runway or the 
red carpet, street style is a constant 
source of inspiration for fashion lovers 
everywhere. An essential part of any 
fashion magazine, book, or blog, street 
style photography provides us with a look 
at newly introduced (or recycled) trends 
as worn in the real world rather than in 
a fashion show, which may not always 
include looks that we’d find desirable 
to go out for lunch or casually hang out 
with a friend in. 
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Through photographs of people shot 
locally or thousands of miles away, we can 
browse through downplayed, though no 
less fashionable, versions of these trends 
and be inspired to incorporate different 
bits and pieces into our own clothing and 
unique style. And let us never forget the 
influence of fashion that follows no trends 
at all. 

Let the power of photography and fashion 
combined work its magic and take a look 
at these Long Beach locals expressing their 
personalities through clothing as we head 
into the spring semester. These snapshots 
are brought to you by DIG MAG’s new 
photo editor, Steffanie Padilla. They were 
all taken on Fourth Street, a rich hub 
perfect for getting a taste of Long Beach’s 
individualistic spirit. 


FASHION 


Common themes include: 
simplicity, a timeless choice; 
dark hues paired with a 
staple piece, whether it be 
a bold shoe or handbag, 
to provide a pop of color; 
neutral tones; and _ light, 
breezy fabrics. 
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BATTLING FOR SPACE 


STEPHANIE THAI 
RIVA LU 


ALEX VILLANEDA 
TAYLOR KEMPKES 


This 
year CSULB reached its highest 
enrollment rate of 37,500 students 
since fall of 2008 with 37,916 students. 
From the University Student Union, to 
the library, to the parking structures, 
it’s a daily battle to find a place to sit, 


park and even connect to the campus’ 
primary source of Internet, Beachnet+. 
With 4,500 freshmen and 3,700 
transfer students, this isn’t the first 
time that CSULB students are forced 
to look for sensible solutions against 
the competing crowd. 


Impact 


In Classrooms 


“During my first and second 
semester here, I had to change my 
schedule completely,’ Miranda 
Thompson, a senior general biology 
major said. “I had to take harder 
classes that not a lot of people enrolled 
in instead of taking classes that my 
advisors told me to take to even out 
my schedule.” Thompson noticed that 
during the past two years she’s attended 
California State University Long Beach, 
there are less places to sit in the library, 
dining areas and classrooms. Thompson 
claims that although she doesn’t feel 
overwhelmed by the overpopulation, 
she noticed that her behavior exhibits it. 
“I avoid eatery areas during peak hours 
and will eat lunch at 2 p.m. instead of 
noon when most people are here,” she 
said. American Studies professor Larry 
Hashima said that when the campus 
needs to add additional sections due 
to packed classes, the department and 
school require a year in advance to 
plan for the semester. “We very rarely 
add sections within a few weeks to the 
start of the semester, and only if the 
demand is overwhelming and we have 
a guarantee that the class will be filled 
near capacity,” Hashima said. Hashima 
adds that the American Studies 
department has been fortunate enough 


to keep its classes capped at 35 students 
per section but says that it may have 
to increase the sections beyond that 
cap. “I believe that anything beyond 
35 [students] does begin to limit the 
effectiveness of instruction,” he said. 


Difficulties 


WithStudent Services 


The growing number of students 
has also impacted the Student 
Recreation and Wellness Center. 

“Tt is the beginning of the semester 
so there is a lot of people here [at 
the SWRC], but it has been pretty 
consistent throughout the day,” Danielle 
Craighead, a fifth-year kinesiology 
sports psychology major and SRWC 
staff member, said.Craighead advises 
that students avoid the peak hours 
of 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays through 
Thursdays. But foot traffic isn’t one of 
the only effects of overpopulation. With 
the amount of physical bodies present 
on campus, it also makes it much more 
difficult for students trying to log on to 
the Internet. Some even experienced 
technical difficulties when trying to log 
onto the Beachnet server.“My Beachnet 
has not worked once this semester. Not 
one time,” Jacob Tighe, a third-year 
computer engineering student, said. “I 
can log in and have communication with 
the routers, but there is no data transfer.” 
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Thompson also had the same problems 
as Tighe.“I noticed that if ’m online 
and I’m in the library it won’t connect,” 
Thompson said. “I thought it was my 
computer, but I would study with other 
students and their connection wouldn’t 
work. After peak hours you can get on.” 
For some students, overcrowding also 
means feeling a lack of accommodation 
from student services. With such an 
abundant amount of students trying 
to utilize the school’s resources like 
Counseling and Psychological Services 
(CAPS), psychiatrists as well as other 
CAPS employees find themselves doing 
what they can in order to help each 
student. “I felt [the psychiatrists were] 
trying to push me through so they can 
get onto the next student, but that’s 
what they literally have to do to even be 
able to help students,” Jorge Soriano, 
an alum and current outreach and 
recruitment specialist for CSULB, said. 
“Tt’s a valid way to feel but I just think 
it’s the outcome of CAPS doing its job.” 


Parking 


Predicaments 


According to executive director of 
mediaand digitalnews Mike Uhlenkamp, 
the California State University system, 
CSULB’s advocacy effort, and the 
additional funding CSULB received 
for 2015-16 will support enrollment 


growth of 700 incoming students for 
the next academic year. “Because the 
budget cycles and enrollment cycles do 
not line up, it’s important to note that 
that growth will not take place on the 
campus until the spring 2016 and fall 
2016 terms,” Uhlenkamp said. Robyn 
Ames-Woodyard, director of operations 
at CSULB, also notes that the new off- 
campus shuttles are meant for those 
living around campus and were a 
solution to alleviate the issue of limited 
parking. But because the shuttles aren’t 
used by a large enough portion of off- 
campus students, the demand for 
parking remains high.Ames-Woodyard, 
the Parking and Transportation 
Services, and an advisory group of 
campus constituents plan to work and 
develop a “long-term master plan” to 
encourage sustainability as well as fix 
the issue with parking.“We are in the 
process of transitioning our shuttle 
maps to provide real-time location 
information on each shuttle,’ Ames- 
Woodyard said. “We are also looking 
at space counter technology that will 
provide information on available 
parking spots.”Ames-Woodyard says 
that the shuttle map conversion should 
be completed by January 2016, while the 
Space Count Technology is in the works 
of being implemented by the fiscal year 
of 2016.For now, students will just have 
to do their best to find parking, walking 
and dining spaces. RK 
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WORDS RAMON LONTOK 


PHOTOS NATALIE GRANT 
ANGELEE DIONISIO 


It’s 


an abnormally cool afternoon in Southern 
California, but just another normal afternoon 
inside The Nugget, a pub on the California 
State University, Long Beach campus. As usual, 
the place is filled with mostly men and very 
few women. Among these women in the pub is 
an infuriated, 23-year-old Bella Laurenz (her 
original name has been changed for this story). 
While most of the men’s collective attention is 
geared towards a soccer game playing on the 
big screen, Bella’s attention is on her cellphone 
screen. 

“It’s the worst on your birthday, when 
you’re waiting on that one person to send you a 
text but he doesn’t,” Bella says. 

That one person is a potential boyfriend 
whom Bella had met at a party. Two weeks 
after girl met boy, the two went from complete 
strangers to two 20-somethings on the verge of a 
romantic relationship. They went to dinners like 
two young adults in a romantic movie, texted 
each other day and night, and had seen a show 
at The Virgil in Silver Lake. 
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“We were on that dating track until he 
ghosted me,” Bella says, rolling her eyes. 

Ghosting, or the act of ceasing all 
communication with someone as a way of 
ending a relationship, is just one of the many 
symptoms of the toxic dating scene in the 
Millennial generation. From _ ghosting to 
replacing the word “dating” with “just talking” 
or “hanging out,” it seems that romance has 
become a bonfire for Millennials where old 
romantic gestures—asking someone out face-to- 
face, late-night phone calls, or even the decency 
to break up in person—have become burnable 
materials. Before the fire burns out, Millennials 
can go from partner to partner at just the swipe 
of a finger and ironically, in this bonfire, they 
celebrate romance without knowing what 
romance is. 

“Romance is dead,” says 24-year-old Steven 
Mao, an engineering major at CSULB. “Based 
on experience, one-on-one dating has decreased 
more and more over the years since the growth 
of technology.” 

Indeed, the growth of technology has led 
to a growth or, rather, an abundance of ways 
in which meeting potential love interests is no 
longer limited to chance encounters or meetings 
set up by family or a friend. Now, Millennials 
are busy signing in to their OkCupid accounts 
or swiping on dating apps such as Tinder and 
Hinge, to name a few, where they can explore a 
grocery list of possible partners. 

“Technology has made everything more 
complicated,” Bella says. “If a first date fails, 
people don’t even give second impressions a 
chance because there is a pool of people waiting 
on the other end of a swipe.” 


Modern Dating 

Today, in the era of dating apps, the old 
rules of dating are simply out. 

Men now rarely show up at the front door 
to pick up their dates. Millennials no longer give 
the other person their full attention. Instead they 
favor constantly checking their smartphones. 
Now, a clear indication that a date is indeed a 
date has become blurry, burdening Millennials 
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with the head-scratching conundrums: “What 
are we?” or “What are we doing?” 

For many Millennials, the answer to such 
questions is simple: “We’re just hanging out.” It 
is direct and more often than not, emotionless. 
And because of the resistance in using the 
emotionally-invested word “dating,” many 
critics of the Millennial generation such as 
the Star Tribune’s Libby Ryan have said that 
“traditional dating is nonexistent” for many 
Millennials. 

“Romance changed through technology,” 
says Sabrina Garcia. 

Sabrina is a 19-year-old student at CSULB 
who has been with her boyfriend, Daniel Hogue, 
for nearly a year. Both Sabrina and Daniel, 20, 
are sociology majors who met while living at 
the dorms and are now living together in an 
apartment five minutes away from campus. 

Sitting on a couch with a computer on her 
lap, Sabrina goes on to describe what she has 
observed among her friends who use Tinder as 
their way of dating. 

“Every person IJ talk to who is single is 
on Tinder,” she says. “Everything just feels 
temporary.” 

“Technology definitely makes it more 
impersonal, not emotional,” Daniel says. 

“Tinder people are not looking for anything 
serious,’ Sabrina continues. “You can’t be 
romantic by sending flower emojis or by asking 
to ‘Netflix and chill.” 

“Netflix and chill” is a phrase in the 
Millennial culture, used as a code for sex. It is 
the new phrase for booty call, and has become 
a trademark in the Millennial dating scene 
popularized through memes and social media. 
The phrase is a firm example of how language 
plays a crucial part in today’s dating culture, 
despite most Millennial daters not being able to 
succinctly relay their intentions. 

For instance, the term “f*ckboy” is 
commonly used today to describe male 
entitlement; it describes a man who sleeps 
around, constantly asks for nudes and has no 
intention of being in a relationship. A Twitter 
account called “F*ckboys of Tinder” was 
created, which includes screenshots of Tinder 
messages from men who fit the f*ckboy criteria. 

“Ask me a question,” one of the screenshots 
reads. “If I get it right, I get to see your tits.” 

A total f*ckboy move. 

“Rxckboys tend to be popularized through 
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the web,” Bella says, “and it teaches young boys 
it’s funny to behave this way and it makes young 
girls think it’s acceptable to put up with it.” 

With the advancement of technology, 
many Millennials are not just burdened with 
insecurities about a potential relationship or a 
potential partner, but they must learn to navigate 
a culture in which “Netflix and chill” or messages 
relayed through emojis have become the poetic 
equivalent of a Shakespearean pick-up line. They 
are constantly perpetuated by f*ckboys who 
have notoriously reshaped those that started as 
harmless dating apps into instant gratification 
hookup apps. 


The Death of Romance and Marriage? 

In a Vanity Fair feature called “Tinder and 
the Dawn of the ‘Dating Apocalypse,” writer 
Nancy Jo Sales observes that the Millennial 
generation’s overdependence on technology has 
led to a decline in commitment from both sexes, 
particularly in regards to marriage, due to an 
exposure to an “abundance of options” provided 
by dating apps. 

Bella agrees. 

“Because there is always another option and 
it’s easily accessible through apps and websites, 
I think today’s dating culture has diminished the 
traditional institution of marriage,” she says. 

Daniel also echoes the same sentiments, 
saying that the Millennial generation is lacking 
in romance due, in part, to a break from the 
romantic values of the older generation. 

“We're not being raised with the same 
values,” he says. “Romance is on its way to 
death.” 

While technology has played a large part 
in challenging the normative traditions of 
romance, leading to what it seems like a lifetime 
in singledom, a Pew Research Center study 
from 2014 found that economic and financial 
conditions are also key factors in why many 
Millennials don’t feel ready for marriage or 
commitment. 

The study finds that 34% of Millennials 
between the ages of 25 to 34 are not financially 
prepared to marry, with 13% saying they are 
too young and 4% of the Millennial population 


surveyed saying they are opposed to marriage. 
Meanwhile, a 2015 Allstate National Journal 
Heartland Monitor Poll found that 68% of 
Millennials “think they have a harder time 
starting out than previous generations” due to 
the rising cost of living. 

Given this information, it becomes clear 
why many Millennials may have difficulty with 
emotionally committing to one person. 

Fear becomes the deciding factor that 
determines whether or not a person wants 
to be in a relationship. Whether it’s a fear of 
commitment, marriage, not being able to 
provide, or even monogamy, a widespread of 
fear among the Millennial population has paved 
the way for the stereotype that the generation 
is limited to casual sex and a lack of romance, 
leading to critics dubbing Millennials as “the 
hookup culture.” 

For 21-year-old Cyndole Pina, however, 
the idea of marriage and commitment with 
her boyfriend, Josh Neamtu, is a part of their 
growing up. The case for Cyndole and Josh, 
two 20-somethings who intend to marry after 
Cyndole’s graduation in the spring, is an anomaly 
in the hookup culture, one that even Cyndole 
acknowledges as an exception to the rule. 

“There’s this understood order to life that 
We are on the same page about,” Cyndole, a 
rhetoric and composition major at CSULB, says. 
“That is not to say we feel obligated or pressured 
to get married, but it’s our next step and we are 
beyond excited for it to happen.” 


Redefining What It Means 

Despite the assumptions made as a result of 
casual observations, or due to the ever-changing 
cultural conditions that affect what society 
considers normative romantic gestures, romance 
is not dead. Rather, like any other social idea, 
romance has undergone a redefinition grounded 
in economical, technological and cultural shifts. 

Romance no longer means having a man 
ask a woman out or sending flowers if a box of 
chocolate is not available. Romance can mean a 
woman asks out a man or someone receives a 
simple “good morning” text from their significant 
other. Romance can mean both partners wait 
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patiently to be financially stable before they 
settle down and marry, and that’s if they want 
to marry. And if marriage is not an option, and 
living together is just as exciting as the thought 
of matrimony, that does not make the idea any 
less romantic. 

Love. Relationships. Marriage. Romance. 
These are all relatively different experiences for 
the Millennial generation. The more different 
each experience becomes, the more they lose 
their value. 

Perhaps, however, the problem is not rooted 
in the redefinition brought upon by the age of 
technology or the different experiences of people 
in real life, but rather rooted in the constant 
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romanticization of each idea, in the constant 
ways we compare our romantic lives to those of 
the past and to the ways we expect it to turn out 
like a Nora Ephron or Woody Allen movie. 
There is a great demand for an absolute 
definition ofromance, one that involves humorous 
plotlines, one-of-a-kind dates, and a kiss in the 
rain, but there isn’t one. There’s no “right way” 
to meet someone and there’s no “right way” to 
show romantic gestures. And if there is a “right 
way,” it is an idea best left in romantic comedy 
films, the kind of films that tell us, once again, 
that our soulmates are predestined, but not the 
kind of predestination where our partner could 
be waiting on the other end of a swipe. a 
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SPECIAL: 
ASK THE 
EDITORS 


“My roommates pressure 

me to go partying every 

weekend, but I'd rather 

stay home and study. How 

do | stand up to them?” 
EMMA, SOPHOMORE 


STEFFANIE PADILLA 


Photo Editor 


“You don’t necessarily have 
to stand up for yourself. 
Just communicate that 
you feel more comfortable 
staying home. If they don’t 
understand then so be it. 
There's no need to feel 
ashamed of your decision if 
that’s what suits you. Most 
of the time, people who go to 
parties only do so because 
of their desire to conform, 
which comes from fear of 
being rejected or becoming 
an outcast. Making your own 
decisions is empowering 
and ultimately you'll be 
more satisfied with your 
life rather than giving into 
what someone else wants. 
You can also try getting 
new roommates.” 
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“Ice cream and Netflix 
have been my best friends 
since my boyfriend broke 
up with me. How do | pick 
myself back up?” 

SARAH, SENIOR 


WARDAH IMRAN 


Fashion Editor 


“| don’t claim to be an 
expert on heartbreak or 
boys, but | can tell you 
what has worked for me 
in times of sadness. First 
of all, allow yourself time 
to be sad. Then, make the 
conscious decision to move 
on with your life. Accept that 
the past cannot be rewound 
and it’s up to you to make 
a positive change in your 
life. At times like these it 
tends to feel like the end 
of the world, and we have 
to remind ourselves that 
it’s not. Put your energy 
into positive activity (a 
good workout has healing 
powers), throw yourself 
into something you're 
passionate about, and treat 
yoself! Explore different 
cities and go on adventures. 
Watch a show that makes 
you laugh like crazy. Most 
importantly, surround 
yourself with people you 
love to be around and get 
rid of anyone who makes 
you feel like garbage.” 


“I told my close friend how 

I've been hooking up with 

people online. She called 

me a slut and now | feel 

guilty. What should | do?” 
RACHEL, JUNIOR 


STEPHANIE PEREZ 


Ask The Expert Editor 


“If your close friend is 
calling you a slut, she is 
being judgmental of your 
actions. The hookups 
already happened so 
she should support your 
decision to meet people 
online, not bring you down. 
Don’t worry about what 
other people think of you, 
including your close friend. 
If she cannot accept who 
you are, is your friendship 
with her even worthy? It 
is your life and you are 
allowed to do whatever 
you want. Don’t let anyone 
change your mind about 
decisions you already made, 
embrace them. NEVER 
feel guilty for something 
YOU decided to do because 
there is nothing wrong with 
having a little fun.” 
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Ask us at askdigmag{agmail.com | 


VERY OWN EDITORIAL STAFF. 


31 


FOLLOW OUR INSTAGRAM 


You ll always leave satisfied. 


@ @vie. mac’ f facebook.com/digmag WW @DIGMAG 


